CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 

1 . A computer-implemented method for dereferencing content of a link table in a 
database, said link table specifyinjj relationships between a plurality of other tables of 
said database, said link table com )rising a plurality of link records, said link tables 

mtc and a foreign key attribute associated with a 
specific attribute of one of said plJurality of other tables, comprising: 

creating a first user data rpodel for said link table, said first user data model 
representing said link table as a <}hild vector node and said foreign key attribute as an 
attribute of said child vector noc 

substituting said foreign/key attribute in said first user data model with a given 
attribute associated with said o/ie of said plurality of said other tables, thereby forming 
a second user data model; 

creating a dereferencj^d table from said link table using said second user data 
model, said dereferenced taple providing, for each of said plurality of link records, 
content associated with sai^ given attribute in a given record of said one of said other 
tables for a value associated with said foreign key attribute in said link table, said 
value associated with saia foreign key attribute in said link table identifying said given 
record of said one of saia other tables. 



2. The computer-im 
an attribute arbitrarily 
tables. 



plemented method of claim 1 wherein said given attribute is 
from attributes of said one of said plurality of other 



s< elected 



3. The computer-implemented method of claim 2 wherein said given attribute is 
the first attribute that c/)mes after the record ID attribute in said one of said plurality of 
other tables. 



4. The computer^implemented method of claim 2 further comprising: 

presenting sain second user data model to a user prior to said creating; 
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permitting said user to specify a user-specified attribute as a substitute for said 
foreign key attribute, said user-specified attribute representing either a single attribute 
of said one of said plurality of other tables or a compound attribute that includes 
multiple attributes of said one of said oilirality of other tables; £ind 

updating said given attribyte with said user-specified attribute. 
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